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Curriculum Mapping                                                  

 
Subject -English  

 
Intent of the curriculum – what are the aims of the curriculum and what are the curriculum overall goals? 

The purpose of English literature and Language is to offer pupils intellectual excitement and challenge; to provide them with a sense of delight and wonder; to 
equip them with knowledge and skills and the ability and confidence to use and apply these to meet the needs of present and future society. At Rochdale Islamic 
Academy, we set high standards in English teaching, recognising its importance in the curriculum, forming the basis for communicating and learning in all subjects. 
 
 
The overarching concepts for English at Rochdale Islamic Academy are: 

●  Comprehension – read a range of texts accurately. 
●  Understanding a range of reasons why people write – be able to draw connections between a writer’s purpose, personal experience 

and their message. 
●  Understanding how a range of texts can be built up – understand the reasons / effects behind this and be able to use this to 

communicate effectively in a range of different situations and forms. 
●  Understanding the effects of language – be able to explore how writers manipulate the effects and subtle messages created through their choice of words 

and use of literary techniques. 
●  Clear and confident communication – write and talk accurately using a range of vocabulary, punctuation and structures to create desired effects. 
●  Exploring the world – through reading and writing about a wide range of texts develop an appreciation for the people, places and experiences of our world. 
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How will the Implementation of the curriculum take place in the classroom? 

 
Collaborative curriculum planning lies at the heart of what we do in the department. We both liaise with external agencies, subject specialists and research to 
inform our planning. We are committed to a three-year plan of developing our schemes of work. These are focussed on embedding challenge, metacognition, 
memory techniques and literacy into our curriculum. Our curriculum covers the different areas of reading and writing fiction and non-fiction, and study of literary 
texts each year with the sophistication of the skills gradually increasing, and regular spiralling back to ensure key content is secure. Discussion and debate are a 
regular feature of lessons, as is extended reading and writing. We engage with real life contexts where possible to enable students to connect their learning with 
the world beyond.  
 
At KS3 we follow the National Curriculum; the variety of study is greater in order to give pupils a ‘taste’ of different literary texts. At KS3, the focus is developing the 

pupils’ speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. 

At KS4, the AQA English Language (8700) and English Literature (8702) specifications are followed. Key skills are consolidated, with the focus shifting to exam 

preparation. 

 
 

 

Impact – what will the pupils learn by the end of the year and how does this link to future learning. How will students be assessed? 

 
At all stages, pupils will develop a more personal appreciation of how reading and writing share and shape the world.  
 
By the end of KS3, pupils will have read a range of different kinds of text that share different experiences from around the world, helping them become confident 
readers of poetry, fiction and nonfiction. Through exploring these texts pupils will be able to discuss (in writing and verbally) the key messages a text creates as well 
as draw a simple connection between those messages and events connected to that text. Pupils will be able to base those ideas on quotations and details from the 
text. In their own writing, pupils will have an increasingly strong grasp of punctuation, using it accurately and sometimes for effect. Their vocabulary will have grown 
in order to support confident writing in a wider range of forms (stories, letters, speeches, essays etc.) and in creating a wider range of effects.  
 
At Key Stage 3 the class teacher has the primary role in on-going formative and summative assessment. The 9-1 grading system is employed for main tasks and 

medium term assessment. 

Regular medium-term assessments are carried out on a half term basis. Long-term assessment is carried out through an end-of-year examination. 

 
By the end of KS4 pupils will be able to master a wide range of arguments about the set GCSE texts. They will do this through using text-specific knowledge, 
exploration of language effects and the development of their own opinions about a whole text. This will be demonstrated through extended essay writing in 
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response to whole texts and extracts. Verbally they will be confident in communicating formally in front of an “audience”. In terms of their own writing they will be 
able to write at length, developing well-structured texts that develop ideas over several paragraphs, using language, structure and punctuation to create 
complimentary effects.  
 
At Key Stage 4, class work, assessments and mock exams are marked according to the GCSE specification criteria. At the end of KS4, students sit GCSE English 

Language and English Literature or Functional Skills/ Entry Level English/Step-up to English as applicable.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT QUALIFICATION WILL I GET?  

GCSE English Language & Literature  

WHICH EXAM BOARD? AQA HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? The English Language/ English Literature course is suitable for all students who are able to achieve 

between 1 to 9. All students will be entered for the same papers, as there will no longer be foundation or higher tiering. The GCSE English Language & English 

Literature course of study is based on the new AQA Specification. This is a combined course, which means you will be able to study both English Language and 

English Literature in the same lessons throughout Years 10 and 11. All examinations will be externally assessed which will consist of two units for English Language 

and two units for English Literature.  

Over the two years of study, students will be assessed regularly through internal examinations in preparation for their final examinations in June 2018.  

GCSE Lang Paper 1—1 hr and 45mins 80 marks worth 50% of GCSE GCSE Lang Paper 2—1 hr and 45mins 80 marks worth 50% of GCSE GCSE Lit Paper 1—1 hr and 

45mins 64 marks worth 40% of GCSE GCSE Lit Paper 2—1 hr and 45mins 96 marks worth 60% of GCSE  

Students must complete all assessments at the end of Year 11 
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Include twelfth night somewhere 

Overview of topics to be taught each half term 

Year 7  

1A/1B 2A/2B 3A/3B 
1a Topic: News and Media (non-fiction texts) 

Texts to study: Newspaper articles 

● Inference (Explicit and implicit meanings) 

● Writing effective newspaper articles 

● Analysing the structure of a newspaper article 

● Planning skills 

● Choose effective quotes to match the point they are 

trying to make 

● Use of the P.E.E (Point, Evidence, Explain) structure 

to answer questions in detail, 

● Basics: commas, full stops, capital letters 

● Word Class: Noun, verb, adjective, adverb, pronoun 

● Relevant synonyms 

● Adapting formality and language choices to suit the 

target audience 

 

 

 

1b Topic: Gothic Tales 

Texts to study: Short Gothic stories/extracts 

 

● Gothic Themes 

● Analyse the purpose and effect of language 

techniques (repetition, metaphors etc.) 

● Use of the P.E.E/D structure for detailed analysis 

● Analyse writers word choices and sentence structure 

2a Topic: Poetry & Sonnets  
Texts to study: Various Poems, Shakespearean Sonnets 
 

● Poem type/structure: Free verse, blank verse, Rhyme 
scheme 

● Structure of poems including mood and tone Poetic 
devices and analysis of their effect on the reader 

● Themes and context 
● Poet's voice/tone within a poem 
● Use of a range of quotes that explore the writer's 

ideas. 
● Finding links between quotations in the text 
● Inferring meanings from lines/phrases 
● Shakespearean Sonnets, Iambic pentameter 

 
 
 
 

2b Topic: Our World (Texts from different cultures) 
Text to study: Various texts from British and other cultures 
 
 

● Make inferences from the text 
● Use evidence from the text 
● Understand how writers use language to create 

meaning within the text (text structure, language 
choices etc) 

● Identify literary devices/dramatic conventions and 
explain the effects these have 

● Understand and study setting, plot, and 
characterisation 

● Study texts from British and other cultures 
● Choose effective quotes to match the point they are 

trying to make 

3a Topic: The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 
Text to study: The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John 
Boyne 
 

● Make inferences from the text 
● Refer to the text and provide suitable evidence 

from different areas of the novel in their 
responses 

● Develop an understanding of the purpose, 
audience, and context of the text 

● Further practice using the P.E.E/D structure to 
form detailed response 

● Further develop vocabulary with the help of 
dictionaries 

● Analyse the purpose and effect of language 
techniques used by the writer (repetition, 
metaphors, language choices etc. 

● Develop an understanding of how the writer 
structures the novel for effect 

 
 

3b Topic: Modern Play, Fast 
 

Topic: Fast (play) 

Text to study: Fast by David Grant 

● Make inferences from the text 

● Use evidence from the text 

● Understand how writers use language to create 

meaning within the text (text structure, language 

choices etc) 

● Identify literary devices/dramatic conventions 
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● Writing Gothic stories using ambitious vocabulary 

and punctuation 

● Importance of planning 

● Develop characters and creating settings 

● Short sentences and their impact on the reader 

● Recognise how the structure of stories can 

manipulate readers feelings 

● Understand the writer's ideas 

● Develop new vocabulary, understanding it with the 

help of context and dictionaries. 

● Use of the P.E.E (Point, Evidence, Explain) structure to 

answer questions in detail, 

 
 
 

 

and explain the effects these have 

● Understand and study setting, plot, and 

characterisation 

● Develop an understanding of how the work is 

written to be performed on stage 

● Explore teenage development and roles in 

society 

 

Year 8 

1A/1B 2A/2B 3A/3b 
1a: Modern novel: Feather Boy  

Students will: 

○ be introduced to the novel Feather Boy and 

explore the structure and characteristics of 

a fairy tale 

○  retrieve information from the text to 

explore the persona of the hero of the 

novel. 

○ reflect on the feelings of elderly people and 

identify the differing presentations of old 

age. 

○  explore poetic conventions in exploring 

perspectives on old age. CHARLOTTE/EMILY: 

‘Beautiful Old Age’ by D.H. Lawrence 

JANE: ‘Geriatric Ward’ by Phoebe Hesketh 

○ gain an introduction to the area of domestic 

abuse in relationships and to get young 

people thinking about what is acceptable 

and what is not acceptable in a relationship. 

○ will analyse how Nicky Singer has used 

2a: Shakespearean Drama (literature): Macbeth 

Students will:  

● examine the life of King James in Jacobean England 
(1567–1625). 

● explore the belief in witchcraft and superstition in 
Jacobean England(1567–1625). 

● Student presentations on witchcraft  
● know key events of Macbeth plot - through animated 

video, comic strip, card sort 
● understand scene one within the context of 

Elizabethan notions of witchcraft. Explore 
Shakespeare’s use of language for characterisation 

● explore how Shakespeare uses structure to show 
Macbeth as an initial hero 

● examine language to chart the development of 
Macbeth’s character and his ambition for the throne 
from before and after the prophecies. 

● look at how setting contributes to meaning and 
audience reaction. 

● explore how stage settings can be created and 
openings can grab an audience’s attention 

● Shakespeare’s use of language 
● understand how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth 

3a: A writer’s viewpoint 

Students will: ·    

● use the skills of inference and deduction to 
identify, interpret and analyse information in non 
–fiction texts 

● analyse and synthesise ideas between two 
different texts, and use relevant quotations 

● think critically and develop ideas into coherent 
arguments 

● identify examples of a writer’s use of language 
● Identify, comment and analyse the effect of 

some language features 
● explain clearly the effects of a range of language 

choices in fiction text using PEED paragraphs 
● compare ideas from different texts and explain 

how a range of features are used to present 
ideas  

● Write a letter to a newspaper  
● Write a magazine article 
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stylistic devices to create an effective 

setting 

○  write their own descriptive pieces. 

○  explore the characterisation of Robert to 

gain a deeper insight into Robert’s world. 

○ ·      take an active role in group discussions 

by carefully thinking about what they will 

say, and sustain their roles by 

arguing/developing their viewpoints. 

○  learn to recognise the signs of bullying and 

how to respond in a positive way to 

challenge unacceptable behaviour by 

writing ‘agony aunt, letter responses. 

○  Plan and draft an information leaflet on 

bullying. 

○ 1b: Exploring creative reading and writing 

○ To explore genre and style, develop 

narrative structure, extended range of 

sentence forms 

○ identify explicit information, interpret 

implicit ideas. 

○ identify language choices, analyse the 

effects of language 

○ LO/ identify structural features, analyse the 

effects of language 

○  identify structural and language features, 

organise an evaluation. 

○ descriptive and narrative writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

through language and her soliloquy 
● Theme: power. Patriarchal society, supernatural, 

Kingship, appearance v reality. 
● discuss how Lady Macbeth’s character changes and 

develops throughout the play (structure) 
● develop formal essay writing skills/using PEE/D 

paragraph 

 
2b: Places & Perspectives: Travel Writing 
students will:  

● discuss experiences of a holiday in detail, listen to the 
opinions and ideas of others, and ask pertinent 
questions to develop ideas further in group/class 
discussions. 

● understand what travel writing is. 
● identify and comment on different forms of travel 

writing including tourist guides and  
● write clear instructions for a traveller. 
● examine the content, organisation, layout and 

presentational features of an information leaflet. 
● analyse language to inform 
● plan, design and write a travel information 

leaflet/guide for their hometown. 
● identify conventions of recount and write their own 

recount text. 
● analyse language and structure in a London travel Blog 

and Lonely planet guide 
● to analyse how writers use language to express a 

viewpoint, their ideas and emotions about a place or 
an experience 

● examine how a writer can create a strong picture 
using imagery and adjectives to create a strong 
picture.  

● compare  the writing of two different authors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3b Have your say & Culture poetry 
 

● present opposing opinions, arguing who they 
agree with and why. 

● to use the internet to research their topic 
collaborating in pairs. 

● Write and deliver a speech using persuasive 
features 

● What is a poem? Poetic features 
●   To consider the different traditions of a variety 

of cultures. 

● Identifying Literary devices in poetry 
● understand racial segregation in America and 

impact on black identity 
● Commenting on writers use of  language 
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Year 9 

1A/1B 2A/2B 3A/3b 

1a. Literature- Of Mice and Men: John Steinbeck 

The aim is to broaden their thinking and engage with texts 
that they can relate to in their everyday lives. This will 
expand students’ analytical skills and to give them a greater 
understanding of life during the Great Depression. OMAM 
will expose students to 20th century novel writing and will 
prepare them for studying literature at a higher level. 

Evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, form, 

grammatical and structural features. 

Formal debate. 

 

 

 

1b. English Language- Creative Reading/Dystopian 

Fiction 

 Students will draw upon a range of texts as reading 
stimulus and engage with creative texts and dystopian 
fiction. Students will have opportunities to develop higher-

2a. English Language- Creative Writing 

 Students will draw upon a range of texts as reading stimulus 
and engage with creative contexts. Students will have 
opportunities to develop higher-order reading and develop 
their vocabulary. 

This specification will ensure that students can read fluently 
and write effectively. Students will be able to demonstrate a 
confident control of Standard English and write 
grammatically correct sentences deploying figurative 
language and analysing texts. 

-Read fluently, and with good understanding, a wide range of 
texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries, including 
literature and literary non-fiction. 

• use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and 
improve their own writing 

• write effectively and coherently using Standard English 
appropriately 

• use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell accurately 

• acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a 
knowledge and understanding of grammatical terminology, 

3a. English Literature- Modern play: An Inspector 
Calls (JB Priestley) 

Students will engage in: 

-Life and work of Priestley 

-Context of play 

-Characters 

-Themes 

-Battle of classes 

-Status of Women 

-Theatre 

-Analysis of techniques and effects 

-Inference and deduction 

-1912 vs 1945 

-Exam practice of past papers 
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order reading and critical thinking skills that encourage 
genuine enquiry into different topics and themes. This 
specification will ensure that students can read increasingly 
challenging texts fluently. Students will be able to 
demonstrate a confident control of Standard English.  

• Read fluently, and with good understanding, a 
wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 
21st centuries, including literature and literary 
non-fiction  

• summarise and synthesise information or ideas from texts 

•Use inference and deduction to explore layers of meaning 

•Explore the range, variety and effect of linguistic 

grammatical and literary features 

 

  

and linguistic conventions for reading and writing.  

 

2b. English Literature- Poetry across time (5 poems) 

Selected poems from AQA GCSE Anthology (seen) 

Students will study five from one cluster of poems taken from 
the AQA poetry anthology 

‘Poems Past and Present.’  There is a choice of two clusters, 
each containing 15 poems. The poems in each cluster are 
thematically linked and were written between 1789 and the 
present day. 

The title of chosen cluster: 

Power and conflict. 

Students will study selected poems in their chosen cluster 
and be prepared to write about any of them in the 
examination.  

 

All content will be linked to GCSE Skills 

 

3b. English Language- Writers’ Viewpoints and 
Perspectives (Reading section) 

Students will draw upon a range of texts as reading 
stimulus and engage with creative as well as real and 
relevant contexts. Students will have opportunities to 
develop higher-order reading and critical thinking skills 
that encourage genuine enquiry into different topics 
and themes. 

This specification will ensure that students can read 
fluently and write effectively. Students will be able to 
demonstrate a confident control of Standard English 
and write grammatically correct sentences deploying 
figurative language and analysing texts. 

Read fluently, and with good understanding, a wide 
range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries, 
including literature and literary non-fiction as well as 
other writing such as reviews and journalism 

• read and evaluate texts critically and make 
comparisons between texts 

• summarise and synthesise information or ideas from 
texts 

• use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform 
and improve their own writing 

• write effectively and coherently using Standard English 
appropriately 

• use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell 
accurately 

• acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a 
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knowledge and understanding of 

grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for 
reading, writing and spoken language 

• listen to and understand spoken language and use 
spoken Standard English effectively 

  
 

• Use inference and deduction to explore layers 
of meaning 

• Trace the development of writers’ ideas. 

• Explore the range, variety and effect of 
linguistic grammatical and literary features 

Year 10  

1A/1B 2A/2B 3A/3b 

1a- Literature- Poetry across time (10 poems) 

Selected poems from AQA GCSE Anthology (seen) 

Students will study ten remaining poems from one cluster of 
poems taken from the AQA poetry anthology ‘Poems Past and 
Present.’ There is a choice of two clusters, each containing 15 
poems. The poems in each cluster are thematically linked and 
were written between 1789 and the present day. 

The title of chosen cluster: Power and conflict. 

Students will study selected poems in their chosen cluster and 
be prepared to write about any of them in the examination. 

 

 

2a Assessment: Spoken Language Endorsement 
Students will write effectively and coherently using Standard 

English appropriately 

• use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell accurately 

• acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge 

and understanding of 

grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions writing 

and spoken language 

• listen to and understand spoken language and use spoken 

Standard English effectively 

English Language Non-Fiction Writing Skills 
Students will draw upon a range of texts as reading stimulus 
and engage with real and relevant contexts. This will include 
past paper articles as well as contemporary and selected 
articles from a range of sources. Students will have 

3a- Language: Explorations in Creative Reading 
 

Students will draw upon a range of texts as reading 
stimulus and engage with creative texts and literary 
fiction. Students will have opportunities to develop 
higher-order reading and critical thinking skills that 
encourage genuine enquiry into different topics and 
themes. This specification will ensure that students can 
read increasingly challenging texts fluently. Students will 
be able to demonstrate a confident control of Standard 
English.  

• Read fluently, and with good understanding, a 
wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st 
centuries, including literature and literary non-
fiction  

• summarise and synthesise information or ideas 

from texts 

• Use inference and deduction to explore layers of 
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1b Literature Text: 19th Century novel: A Christmas 
Carol (Charles Dickens) 

 

• Students will engage in: 

• -Life and work of Dickens 

• -Context of Victorian England 

• -Genre of ghost stories and identifying key features 

• -Characters 

• -Themes 

• -Battle of classes 

• -Status of poor and link to poverty 

• Techniques and effects 

• -Inference and deduction 

• -analysis of language shapes the readers’ 
impressions of characters 

• -How writers manipulate language: influence 
audience 

• -Past paper practice 

• -All content will be linked to GCSE Skills 

 

opportunities to develop higher-order reading and critical 
thinking skills that encourage genuine enquiry into different 
topics and themes. 

• Read fluently, and with good understanding, texts 
from the 20th and 21st centuries such as reviews and 
journalism 

• use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform 
and improve their own writing 

• write effectively and coherently using Standard 
English appropriately 

• use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell 
accurately 

• acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a 
knowledge and understanding of grammatical 
terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading 
and writing 

 

2b: Literature- Unseen poetry 
In preparing for the unseen poetry section of the examination 

students will experience a wide range of poetry in order to 

develop their ability to closely analyse unseen poems. They will 

be able to analyse and compare key features such as their 

content, theme, structure and use of language. 

meaning 

• Trace the development of writers’ ideas. 

• Explore the range, variety and effect of linguistic 

grammatical and literary features. 

• Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a 

knowledge and understanding of grammatical 

terminology, and linguistic conventions for 

reading. 

3b- Literature Shakespeare text: Macbeth  
Begin the topic of Macbeth to be continued in Yr11 
1A. 

• Life and work of Shakespeare 

• Context of Jacobean England 

• Themes of superstition, witchcraft, status of 
women, power and ambition, divine right of 
kings, insanity, tragic hero 

• Analysis of characters 

• Dramatic techniques and effects 

• Analysis of language 

• Audience, text as a ‘construct’ 

• Past paper practice, extract and whole 
Revision, time for unfinished content if needed, 
exam practice and exams.  

 

Year 11 

1A/1B 2A/2B 3A/3b 
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1a Literature- Shakespeare text: Macbeth 

• Life and work of Shakespeare 

• Context of Jacobean England 

• Themes of superstition, witchcraft, status of women, 
power and ambition, divine right of kings, insanity, 
tragic hero 

• Analysis of characters 

• Dramatic techniques and effects 

• Analysis of language 

• Audience, text as a ‘construct’ 

• Past paper practice, extract and whole 
 

 

1b 

Language- Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing  

Question 4 (critical evaluation) and Question 5 (creative 

writing) of Language Paper 1 will be revisited in this term with 

a focus on exam practice. Question 4 was last taught in Year 

10 and Question 5 was taught in Year 9 with opportunities for 

creative writing embedded within at least 2 units in Year 10.  

 

 

2a 
Revision of Literature Paper 2- all sections 

(An Inspector Calls, Power and Conflict poetry, Unseen poetry). 

Exam practice including full paper in timed conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

2b 
Revision of Language Paper 2 

Reading and Writing sections. Exam practice including full 

paper in timed conditions.  

 

3a 
Revision & Exam Practice 

 

Including full Language Paper 1 and Literature Paper 1 in 

timed conditions.  

 
 
 
 
 
3b 
 

GCSE EXAMS 

 


